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     We are always looking for
volunteers who are willing to help
with programming. Contact us if
you think you can help us in some
capacity. 4-H runs brilliantly when
we have a vast number community
partners helping us to reach and
teach our kids. Many ways
volunteers can help us:

Teach a class
Lead a club
Assist a leader
Volunteer to be extra hands at
events
Join 4-H Council
Help program fundraising
efforts
And much more….

   Special “thank you” to all who
supported the 4-H Council’s Fall
Mum Fundraiser. Those sales go
directly to helping the success of
youth programming and events.
Look for the a potential poinsettia
sale coming next!
   Finally, SAVE THE DATE! 4-H
Camp will be Monday, June 16th
thru Friday, June 20th, 2025! More
details to come.
   We’re here for those kids because
they matter! 

                          ,

-Erin 
LaDonna Dawes

4-H Program Assistant

4-H YOUTH DEVELOPMENT

Cooperative Extension Service
Estill County
76 Golden Court
Irvine, KY 40336-6917
Phone: (606)723-4557
www.estill.ca.uky.edu

National 4-H Week
Shout Out!
Country Ham Project
Flyer
Country Ham Contract
Meeting Snapshots
We Dig Bugs Flyer
Family Night Flyer
November Calendar
November Shooting
Sports Meeting Flyer

November
   Hello 4-H Friends and Families!
   November is here and our local  4-H
programming is off to a solid start!
Programming is in full swing, and
we’re growing. We want to offer as
many opportunities as possible to our
local youth and families. See details
inside the newsletter for more
information and details. 
   In some of our programming, we’ve
still got room for more youth to have
fun in the following clubs or activities:

Photography Club - No fancy
camera required. 
Media Club – for middle & high
school age youth.
Teen Club – for middle and high
school age youth. 
Jr 4-H Club – for 9ys-5th grade.
Three clubs, and room available!
Horse Club – Coming soon in
spring 2025!
Bug Club – Coming soon in spring
2025!
Shooting Sports – Next meeting
11/7 at 6:00 PM.
Country Ham – Details coming
soon!!!

 Clubs that are currently at capacity,
but there’s always room on the
waiting list:

Cloverbuds
Jr Cooking Club
Teen Cooking
Horticulture/Plant Club

DECEMBER 6TH
TEEN CLUB
LOCK-IN!!



Est i l l  County 4-H celebrates  
National  4-H Week

Members of the Estill County 4-H Media Club along with Erin Leach, Estill County 4-H
Agent, and Judge Bo Leach, witnessed Estill County Judge Executive Donnie Watson
signing a Proclamation declaring  October 6-12, 2024 as National 4-H Week.  

If Estill County
Public Schools are

closed for the
weather or illness,
Estill County 4-H
events scheduled

for that day are also
cancelled! 



DO YOU WANT TO LEARN HOW TO CURE YOUR OWN COUNTRY HAM? 

COST: $70 FEE FOR TWO HAMS

For more information about the project or about
a payment plan, contact Erin Leach at

erin.leach@uky.edu or call 606-723-4557. 

Country Ham
 Project

ESTILL COUNTY 4-H

The 4-H Country Ham project teaches youth the tradition of
curing country hams. This project begins in January with the
participants learning to clean and cure their own ham(s) and

will end in August at the Kentucky State Fair. 

The 2025 Kentucky 4-H Country Ham Project is for 4-H age
youth ages 9-18. Participants must complete 6 hours of
training under the supervision of a certified livestock

volunteer. At the 2025 State Fair youth will be required to give
a 3-5 minute presentation on a required topic.  

Deadline for payment, signed ham contract,
and a completed 4-H enrollment form no

later than Friday, December 6, 2024. 



4-H YOUTH DEVELOPMENT

2025 Kentucky 4-H Country Ham Project

NAME                                                                                                                                                      

ADDRESS                                                                                                                                                 

TELEPHONE                                                              COUNTY                                                           

BIRTHDATE                                                                          GRADE                                                   

Please read each and initial you understand the requirements of the project:

By taking part in the country ham project, I am responsible for the following: 
4-H

Member
Initial

Parent/
Guardian

Initial

Must complete 6 hours of training under the supervision of a certified livestock
volunteer.

Giving a 3-5 minute presentation at KY State Fair on the required topic:
Junior (Born 2015-2011) Steps to curing a country ham. 

Outline, discuss, and describe the steps you took to cure your ham for this year’s
country ham project.

Senior (Born 2006-2010) Design a country ham curing facility for your counties ham
project.

More and more counties are building their own country ham houses. You have an
unlimited budget, design your counties dream country ham house and curing facility.
(visual aids are optional, no digital/electronic, limited to one poster board, you can
use both sides)

Please note - ALL SENIOR’S PRESENTATIONS MUST BE AT LEAST 2 MINUTES LONG OR THEY WILL
BE DISQUALIFIED AND HAMS FORFIETED.

Pay $70.00 fee - you will receive 2 hams - Hams are to remain at County Designated
facility until state fair - WILL NOT be allowed to be individuals homes/facilities (failure to
complete the project, fee will NOT be refunded, and you will forfeit both hams. Upon
forfeit, if the two hams are not returned an additional $70.00 fee will be charged and if
the additional fee is not paid the 4-H member will not be able to participate in next years’
country ham project). 

All winning hams will be placed on display at the Kentucky State Fair and will be returned its conclusion. 

Agents please scan this document into 4-H Online when you sign up youth. 

Parents Signature                                                                                       Date

4-H’er Signature                                                                                          Date

Agent Signature                                                                                           Date

Completion of the 4-H Country Ham project makes
4-Her eligible to apply for Country Ham

Scholarship, applications are due July 2025.

If your county misses the July 1 deadline to certify
your county registration and your volunteer worker

for the state fair, you will NOT be allowed to
participate in the Country Ham Project in 2026.

AGENTS NOTICE:



The Martin-Gatton College of Agriculture, Food and Environment is an Equal Opportunity Organization with respect to education and
employment and authorization to provide research, education information and other services only to individuals and institutions
that function without regard to economic or social status and will not discriminate on the basis of race, color, ethnic origin, national
origin, creed, religion, political belief, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, pregnancy, marital status, genetic
information, age, veteran status, physical or mental disability or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity.
Reasonable accommodation of disability may be available with prior notice. Program information may be made available in
languages other than English.
Inquiries regarding compliance with Title VI and Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Educational Amendments,
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act and other related matter should be directed to
Equal Opportunity Office, Martin-Gatton College of Agriculture, Food and Environment, University of Kentucky, Room S-105,
Agriculture Science Building, North Lexington, Kentucky 40546,
the UK Office of Equal Opportunity, 13 Main Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40506-0032 or
US Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C.
20250-9410.

Creative Cooks
Junior Cooking

Club learned how
to make whipping
cream biscuits at

their October
meeting. 

Left: 4-H Teen Club members
played  “Web of Lies” at their
October meeting.  

M

eeting Snapshots

Above: West Irvine Cloverbud Club members learn how
to make Popcorn Dance at their September meeting. 

Left: Remington Alcorn, a member
of the 4-H Homeschool Cloverbud
Club, cooking his chocolate
pumpkin muffins. The October
meeting was held during Fall Break
so Cloverbud club members
received a kit to take home and
complete. 
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Extension
Office
Closed

4p.m.
Photo Club

at Camp
Burnamwood

5:30 p.m.
Teen Club 

4p.m.
Teen  Cooking

6p.m.
Shooting

Sports
Meeting

1p.m. - Homeschool
Cloverbud 3:30p.m. 

Estill Springs
Cloverbud 

6:30 p.m.
4-H

Council
Meeting

4 p.m.
Creative
Cooks 

(Jr. Cooking)

Club

4p.m.
Plant Club

Extension 
Office
Closed

Extension 
Office
Closed

November 2024

3:30 p.m.

Estill Springs

Junior 4-H Club

Issues

Conference

3:30p.m. West Irvine
Cloverbud Club

3:30p.m. West Irvine
Junior 4-H Club

5p.m. Evening/
Homeschool Junior

4-H Club

Issues

Conference

Issues

Conference

Be kind to everyone 
you meet. Make sure 

to smile while 
doing so.

Take a
Hike Day

Celebrate
Book

Lovers
Day
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